RURAL HISTORY 2010

Tuesday 17.45 to 19.00 Session 9

Plenary Lecture — Professor Bruce M. S. Campbell — Agriculture and national
incomes in Europe, ¢.1300-1850

Chair: Professor John Chartres (past President, British Agricultural History Society)

Are rural societies and agriculturally based economies intrinsically poor? Has agricultural
development typically had to await the advent of urbanisation and, in particular, the rise of the
commercial metropolis? Is this why, from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the agrarian
economies of the North Sea Region begin to display greater dynamism than those of southern and
eastern Europe? And if, for most of the last millennium, European economies have enjoyed higher
levels of per capita GDP than those of Asia and Africa, is this primarily due to the forms of
agriculture long practised in Europe? This lecture will consider these and other related questions
within the framework provided by Historical National Income Analysis.

Professor Bruce M. S. Campbell is a Member of the Royal Irish
Academy, an Academician of Social Sciences, and a Fellow of the British
Academy. He is Professor of Medieval Economic History in the School of
Geography, Archaeology and Palacoecology at the Queen’s University of Belfast.

Bruce’s field of scholarship is the economic history of late-medieval Britain and
Ireland, with particular reference to human—environment interactions during the
fourteenth century, and trends in agricultural output and productivity from the
thirteenth to nineteenth centuries.
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