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Kristof Dombrecht (b.1987) obtained his Master’s Degree in Early Modern History at Ghent University (2009) with a
master thesis on leisure preference by rural labourers in the Flemish countryside during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. He is currently working on a research project funded by the Flemish Science Foundation (FWO) on the
interaction of political and economic power in late medieval village communities. In this project, he is preparing a PhD
at Ghent University on village elites in the commercializing economy of the Flemish coastal plain (thirteenth-sixteenth
century).
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10.4 Antonio Herrera and John Markoff – Rural movements and the
transition to democracy in Spain Room 203
Chair: Vicente Pinilla

The multiple connections of social movements and the history of democracy are emerging as a
lively area for research and theory. Recently, scholars have taken a very long-term look at the way
the development of social movements as a form of conflict has been profoundly intertwined with
the history of democratisation, at movements as a constituent element of democracy, and at
movements as sites of democratic practice and discourse.

The Spanish democratic transition of the 1970s and 1980s is an important and instructive case in
point. A very strong consensus emerged that a central feature of the Spanish process was the role
played by shrewdly negotiated compromises between reformers inside the late Franco regime and
leaders of opposition forces, particularly the Socialist and Communist parties.

We will argue here that the significance of social movements for Spain’s democratisation goes well
beyond this standard story. We will argue that rural movements did a great deal more than just
create a set of destabilizing problems that wise elites successfully managed by devising a
democratic national framework.

First we analyse the structures of domination in the Spanish countryside bequeathed by the Franco
regime and largely left in place by the negotiations of post-Franco national elites. Second, we focus
our attention in four social movement campaigns in the late 1970s and early 1980s that undid rural
Francoism, thereby profoundly altering the shape of the democracy negotiated by the national
elites.
Antonio Herrera has a PhD from the Universidad de Jaen (Spain), Department of History, 2003. He is currently
Associate Professor (Contemporary History) at the University of Pablo de Olavide (Seville, Spain). His research fields
are Spanish Contemporary History, Democracy and Social Movements, Rural History, and Environmental History. In
2009 he was Visiting Scholar in the Department of Sociology at Pittsburgh University and in 2004, Visiting Scholar at
Canada Blanch Research Centre, London School of Economics and Political Science. His publications include La
construcción de la democracia en el campo (1975-1988) (Editorial M.A.P.A. Madrid, 2007); ‘Otra lectura de la
transición española es posible. La democratización del mundo rural (1975-1982)’, Ayer 74 (2009); and (with Soto, D.
and González de Molina, M.) ‘Peasant protests as environmental protests (eighteenth-twentieth)’, in Global
Environment (in press) and ‘El Pacto Andaluz por la Naturaleza: la confluencia del movimiento campesino y el
movimiento ecologista’, in Historia Agraria (in press). Current projects are Democracy and Citizenship in the Rural
World and the History of Environmental Movement in Spain.

John Markoff has a PhD from Johns Hopkins, 1972. He is currently Professor of Sociology, History and Political
Science and UCIS Research Professor. His research fields are Social movements, comparative revolutions,
democratisation. His publications include Waves of Democracy: Social Movements and Political Change (Newbury
Park, CA: Pine Forge Press, 1996); The Abolition of Feudalism: Peasants, Lords and Legislators in the French
Revolution (University Park, PA: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1997); (with Gilbert Shapiro) Revolutionary
Demands: A Content Analysis of the Cahiers de Doléances of 1789 (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1998);
‘Revolutions, Sociology of’ and ‘Archival Methods’, in Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes, International Encyclopedia
of the Social and Behavioral Sciences; and ‘Margins, Centers and Democracy: The Paradigmatic History of Women’s
Suffrage’, SIGNS: J. Women in Culture and Society 29 (2003). His current project is the History of Democracy.


